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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH ABDULRAZAK ABU RASHID 

MEETING WITH ABDULRAZAK RE MASRY PROBLEM PRODUCED A CONFIDENTILA 
LETTER FROM THE MINSTER OF EDUCATION TO HRH MINISTER OF THE 
INTERIOR ACCUSING YAMANI OF PROVIDING ERRONEOUS INFORMATIONOT 
HIS HIGHNESS THE DEPUTY CHEIF MINISTER AS TO, "ILLEGAL INVESTIGATIONS" 
THAT HAVE BEEN OR ARE BEING CONDUCTED BY USGS GEOLOGISTS AND 
OTHERS IN TEH FIELD OF ARCHAEOLOGY. 

ESSENTIAL POINTS MADE ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

1 . OVERSTREET CARRIED OUT EXTENSIVE ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORKS AND 
COLLECTED STONE FROM SW AND NW REGIONS AND 

PUBLISHED A BOOK"CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PREHISTORY OF SAUDI 
ARABIA" (1973) 

2- AGGUSTUS SARDINAS APPARTENTLY AUTHORED A SIMILAR TYPE WORK 
NOT CLEAR NOR DO WE HERE KNOW WHO HE IS. 

3- BOTH OF THE AVOBE ACCUSED OF SENDING ARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS 
TO USA TO DR. HENRY FIELD THE PUBLISHER WHO IN TRUN PRESENTED 
THEM TO PEABODY MUSEUM (HARVARD) 
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4- AS FOR THE PRESENT ROGERTS IS NAMED AS CURRENTLY UNDERTAKING 
MERELY ARCHEOLOGICAL WORKS CONCENTRATING ALL HIS ACTIVITIES 
IN STUDYING THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF MINES. 

5- THAT HE MADE CONTA TS WITH DR. ROBERT ADAMS, CHICAGO UNIVERSITY 
AND DR. PETER PARR, LONDON UNIVERSITY AND PRESENTED TO THEM 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EARTHEN WARE SAMPLES AND THAT HE ASKED THEM TO 
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PARTICIPATE WITH HIM IN RESEARCH; THAT THEY REFUSED AND HE 
THEN APPROACHED DR. PRENTIS DE JESUS (PARIS) 

6- THAT THE NEWS RELEASE RE THE "PHIR" MINE (24 MAY 76) 

INDICATES THAT THE USGS HAS UNDERTAKEN HISTORICAL 
RESEARCH TO PROVE THE MINE IS THE ONE RELATED TO SOLOMON. 

7- THAT CONTRARY TO WHAT YAMANI HAS STATED TO FAHD, THERE 
HAS BEEN DIRECT COMMUNICATIONS BEWTEEN THE USGS AND THE 
RFFHAEOLOGY DEPT. 

BECAUSE OF THE ABOVE UYOS IS ACCUSED OF HAVING CARRIED OUT ARCHAEO- 
LOGICAL ACTIVITIES WITHOUT LICENSE OR PERMISSION IN VIOLATION OF 
THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS RESOLUTION WHICH STIPULATED THIS IS THE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION. 

HAVE DISCUSSED SITUATION WITH ROBERTS AND SCHMIDT AND HAVE 
DETERMINED THE FOLLOWING (REF 1-7 ABOVE): 

1 NO KNOWLEDGE OF OVERSTREET WORK EXCEPT SCHMIDT RECALLS 
1973 LETTER TO KABBANI REQUESTING ADRESS OF ANTIQUITIES 
FOR SENDING STONE TOOLS. SEARCH OF FILES PRODUCED 
REFERENCE BUT NO COPY. 

2- SARDINAS UNKNOWN TO SCHMIDT AND ROBERTS 
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3- NO KNOWLEDGE HERE 

4- UNTRUE 

5- ROBERTS OBTAINED ADAMS NAME FROM MASRY WHO STUDDIED UNDER 
ADAMS. ROBERTS REQUESTED ONLY REFERENCES RELATING TO 

THE MOVEMENT OF METALS DURING THE LAST THREE MILLENIA 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST. REFERENCES OBTAINED NOT VERY HELPFUL. 

6- YOU KNOW ABOUT THIS ONE 

7- DGMR IS UPSET BECAUSE YAMANI IS BEING ACCUSED OF LYING 
TO FAHD AND BASICALLY COVERING UP. 

IT SEEMS MASRY HAS MASTERLY USED THE ABOVE TO STATE HALP TRUTHS 
AND THROUGH INUENDO BUILD A HORNETS NEST IN WHICH THE USGS IS 
BEING ACCUSED OF CONDUCTING PRUELY ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDIES AND 
YAMANI IS BEING ACCUSED OF COVERING IT UP BY LYING TO FAHD ABOUT IT. 

A RESPONSE BY US TO DGMR IS DUE ON MONDAY 15 MAY. SUGGEST YOU DISCUSS 
WITH KILLSGAARD AND OVERSTREET THOSE POINTS PERTAINING TO 
ITEMS 1-3 ABOVE, AND PHONE ME OR ROBERTS FRIDAY LATE EVENING TO 
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DISCUSS OUR RESPONSE. 

CONTINUATION OF NUMBER 5 UNDER DISCUSSION ABOVE: 

ADAMS REFERRED TO PARR FOR INFORMATION ABOUT EARLY MINING 
HISTORY IN THE MIDDLE EAST. REFERENCES PROVIDED AGAIN NOT HELPFUL. 
NO EFFORT TO SET UP COOPERATIVE ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION WAS 
MADE WITH EITHER ADAMS OR PARR. 

DE JESUS WROTE ROBERTS (NOT VICE VERSA) AT PROF. DAVIS'S SUGG- 
ESTION TO SET UP A PROJECT TO STUDY SLAGS AND FURNACES USED IN 
ARABIA IN ANCIENT TIMES. ROBERTS REPLIED HIS INTEREST WAS IS 
IN THE CHEMISTRY OF SLAGS. DE JESUS LATER WROTE TO MASRY WITH 
THE PROPOSAL. 
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